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English goods with the money they obtained
for their own wares, the country would suffer ;
therefore, when in 1402-3 acts were passed
restoring the law which Richard II. had half
repealed, Henry imagined he was doing a good
turn to native traders.

After a very brief experience it was found
impracticable to carry out these regulations,
and they were in the main abandoned as
" hurtful and prejudicial/1 Foreign merchants
now received greater encouragement than ever.
Permission was given to the Venetians to bring
their vessels and merchandise ; and from that
time forward for many years the great trading
fleet of the Republic of the Doge continued to
make its annual visits, bringing silks, velvets,
damasks, spices, senna, scampony, and such
" licking stuff," as Hakluyt has it, and con-
siderably extending the list of English imports.

Henry was jealous of the rights of his trading
subjects, and when a grievance was put before
him took active measures to redress it. Thus
he compelled the Dutch to pay debts due to
English merchants, and in the long-standing
dispute between the Hanseatic League and the
English as to the non-observance of certain
commerical treaty rights he forced the matter
to arbitration, saw right done (although the
decision was largely against the English), and
then negotiated a new treaty giving mutual
freedom of trade between the Hanse towns and
England; afterwards concluding equally favour-
able treaties with Castile, Portugal, Flanders,
Zealand, Brabant, Holland, and Brittany. It
was by such a liberal policy as this that Henry